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THE BEGINNING

Frederik Braun and his then-girlfriend Sandra were visiting the 
alpine city of Zurich in July 2000. Sauntering together through 
the alleys of Zurich’s center, they came across a railway model 
shop, which at once evoked childhood memories in Frederik. 
During the following hours, the idea of realizing the long for-
gotten childhood dream became more and more mature. On 
the very same day he called his twin brother Gerrit and surpri-
sed him with the following words: „We are going to build the 
largest model railway in the world“. 

Gerrit, who is more rational and sceptical by nature, doubted 
Frederik's state of mind and didn’t take the idea too seriously. However, after having received about six more calls 
from Frederik enthusiastically presenting new ideas about this topic, Gerrit realized that his brother was very se-
rious about it. The idea of making money with his former hobby, inspired him as well. However, unlike his brother 
Frederik, he was very hesitant in the beginning and trusted more in financial figures than in emotions. 

Moreover, the environment of the brothers was very sceptical about the idea. „Most of our friends thought of 
us as crazy quixotic dreamers when we told them about our idea“, describes Frederik Braun the mood at that 
time. Gerrit adds: „Probably we would have won more approval for a Go-Cart race on the Heiligengeistfeld than 
for the model railway exhibit. The construction of model railways was considered as an antiquated hobby of 
loners.“ That's why it had to be clarified first, whether the dream was financially practical at all, if enough visitors 
would come, whether technical realisation was possible, and whether there was an appropriate place in Ham-
burg available for the exhibition. So both twin brothers started a journey through model making Germany in 
order to find out about the reasons of the special perception of the hobby.

Additionally, a survey had been carried out with the register of members of an online-service, in order to find out 
if it's possible to cover expenses with enough visitors. More than 3,000 persons with different social demographic 
attributes were questioned via email and were supposed to rate which of 45 attractions, some of them fictitious, 
they would visit in Hamburg. The invented Miniatur Wunderland concept was on third place considering men's 
voting and was rated on the very last place considering women. Despite this ambiguous result the twin brothers 
had made up there mind: „WE ARE GOING TO BUILD THE LARGEST MODEL RAILWAY IN THE WORLD.“

After having made the decision, they went for the analysis of the survey and the journey and asked their future 
partner for advice. There, hundreds of ideas came up and the fundamental idea of creating an experience for 
the whole family emerged. They didn't want an exhibit behind a glass pane, but a complete model world where 
trains are only one of many more highlights. „Our idea was to create a world which inspires men, women and 
kids likewise to dream and marvel“, describes Gerrit Braun the concept. With this fundamental idea and many 
more ideas and crazy thoughts for the design of the exhibit, they went to Gerhard Dauscher in Mühlhausen, near 
Neumarkt. 
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Gerhard Dauscher was instantly positive of the idea of the 
two and cancelled all appointments and orders. Since that 
day he is the head modeler of the Miniatur Wunderland 
and responsible for a large part of its success. However, 
before the construction phase could have been started, a 
team had to be found. That's why the three of them deci-
ded to do a modelling casting. More than 150 people ap-
plied for this casting. In total 40 applicants, divided on two 
days, had been asked to come. Based on the casting, Ger-
hard Dauscher chose a team of men and women, out of 
which 95% weren't classic modellers but excellent crafts-
people. And so the construction of the Miniatur Wunder-
land in the Speicherstadt began, which still grows daily. 

The Wunderland currently sprawls across 1.300 m², attended to by over 200 employees, with more planned until 
2020.
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Birth of the idea in Zurich

Signing of the rental agreement

Move in the storehouse Kehrwieder 2-4

Start of the construction of the first section with 20 employees

Opening of the Miniatur Wunderland with 40 employees

Opening of the Hamburg section

Opening of the American section

The team of the Miniatur Wunderland consists of more than 100 employees

The 2,000,000th guest visits the Miniatur Wunderland

Opening of the Scandinavian section

Gerrit and Frederik Braun become 'Entrepreneurs of the year' in Hamburg

The Miniatur Wunderland breaks the 3,000,000-visitor number

The team of the Miniatur Wunderlandes consists of more than 150 employees

The 4,000,000th guest visits the Miniatur Wunderland

Opening of the Swiss section

New record. 910.000 visitors in 2007.

Official start of the construction of the Airport section

Welcoming the 5,000,000th visitors

Opening of the exhibition 'The parted City'

The 6,000,000th guest visits the Miniatur Wunderland

800 qm for the Miniatur Wunderland – extension is safe!

Welcoming the 7,000,000th visitors

Opening of the airport section

13th July 2000

September 2000

1st November 2000

15th November 2000

August 2001

22nd November 2002

8th December 2003

2004

10th February 2005

13th July 2005

6th April 2006

20th April 2006

2007

13th June 2007

13th November 2007

31st December 2007

Spring 2008

16th July 2008

30th September 2008

25th June 2009

1th January 2010

4th June 2010

4th May 2011

MILESTONES



Frederik Braun

Frederik Braun, twin brother of Gerrit Braun, was born on the 21st of December 1967. In early days he already 
began to dream of great things together with his brother Gerrit. Initially, he dreamt of childish things such as 'a 
10,000 copy collection of Mickey Mouse comic books' or a 'huge collection of autograph cards from sporting 
stars'. However, his dreams changed shortly after adolescence. From then on he dreamt of his own discotheque 
and his own record label. Sometime in the year 2000 a totally new dream emerged. The dream of the world’s lar-
gest model railway. Frederik has never been someone who lives in his dream world. He definitely wanted to make 
his dreams come true. And so he began to work on the realization of his dreams at the age of 11. In those days he 
found his perfect partner, but also his biggest antagonist of his ideas. His twin brother Gerrit, the person who is 
the closest and the farthest to him. Frederik optimistic by nature, Gerrit pessimistic by nature, Frederik emotional 
and short-tempered, Gerrit rational and analyzing. Frederik's ideas had to pass the hard criticism of Gerrit. Most 
of the ideas have been scrapped after detailed analyses as they were unrealistic. However, once an idea was ap-
proved of by Gerrit, Frederik's idea was perfectly complemented by him. Only five ideas were able to bear Gerrit’s 
judgement. The first one which they realized together was Frederik's dream of the largest collection of Mickey 
Mouse comic books of the world. They went to a number of flea markets and looked for low-priced comic books, 
which they would sell with profit on other flea markets later. They assembled a huge collection of Mickey Mouse 
comic books with help of their profits. After the Mickey Mouse collection, autograph cards were collected and 
afterwards the own club and the record label. For 10 years they ran one of the most successful clubs of the 90s 
– the Voilà in Hamburg. With the millennium ending many new ideas emerged in Frederik. He was sure that he 
doesn't want to grow old working in the nightlife business and so he tried to convince Gerrit with many ideas of a 
new company, the fifth one. For many years all attempts were in vain. One day in the summer of 2000 everything 
became suddenly clear to Frederik.

He had found his life's dream. He knew that Gerrit would probably call him crazy when he told him about his plan 
to build the largest model railway of the world. After more than 43 years of experience in dealing with 'Judge Ger-
rit the Merciless', he prepared a strategy to convince his brother. And he was successful. The rest is documented 
in the history of the Miniatur Wunderland.
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gerrit Braun

Gerrit Braun, twin brother of Frederik Braun, was born on the 21st December 1967, a few minutes before Frederik. 
Very early the responsible and the protective traits were developed in Gerrit. His brother Frederik always bom-
barded him with numerous sometimes rash ideas, and so it came that he wanted to protect his younger brother 
from very shaky ideas. However, just like his brother Gerrit has the ability to dream and to look into the future. 
Mathematically talented, it was clear to him that, according to calculus of probabilities, he only has to wait long 
enough before Frederik would have a promising idea. He would just have to wait until then and rationally convin-
ce his brother that all other ideas won’t be feasible. Gerrit succeeded in disproving the ideas of his brother until 
he was 12 years old. Then Frederik had the idea of establishing a huge collection of Mickey Mouse comic books 
financed with the profits of Mickey Mouse comic sales. Gerrit couldn’t find any reasonable arguments against the 
project and so he started drawing up a plan. Already with this project it became obvious what Gerrit would be 
known for later. He developed a strategy and carefully analyzed every step. He has also done this for every other 
project that was about to follow such as the discotheque and the record label. The only thing that changed with 
those last projects, were the technical skills.

During his school years Gerrit was busy constructing different things. From an igloo out of cigarette packs, to a 
technically advanced model railway (by standards in those days). After his school graduation he began to study 
business informatics, besides his job as manager of the discotheque Voilà. The following years his technical talent 
emerged more and more. And so he developed a by original accounting software for the catering trade which is 
still used today, and appliances for timekeeping in motorsports.

When Frederik told him about his idea of establishing the largest model railway in the world, Gerrit knew after 
careful analysis that his brother had hit upon his own dream as well. He instantly realized that there were many 
new developments possible in modeling and that an unprecedented world can be created. Gerrit agreed and in 
the following months and years developed a range of technology (Cars System, lighting control, ship navigation 
system, airport etc.) which make the Wunderland so unique.
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Stephan Hertz

Stephan Hertz and Gerrit Braun met for the first time in 1989, first working together with Frederik Braun in the 
financial sector. Afterwards, many other bigger projects followed out of which the purchase of the discotheque 
Voilà was the highlight. After some years they started to think about a new project – only Frederik's idea was 
missing! As Stephan had a model railway for himself when he was a child, he very soon liked the idea of the Wun-
derland. Meanwhile, he is the webmaster of the Wunderland and main contact person for the homepage. He also 
writes the weekly reports, the newsletters and is happy about more than 12,000 entries in the guest book.
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About the exhibit (updated 02/12)

area

Leased Floorspace	 6,400 qm

Model Area	 1,300 qm

Sections	 8

Construction Time

Construction Time	 approx. 580,000 hours	

Employees	 230

Sections	 8

Construction Costs	 12,000,000 Euros (Updated 02/2012)

	

TRAIN INFORMATIONS

Track Length	 13,000 meters

Trains	 930 

Wagons 	 more than 14,450

Longest Train	 14,51 meters 

Signals 	 1,270 

Switches 	 3,050

Computers	 46

Lights	 ca. 335.000

Buildings & Bridges	 3,660

Figures	 215,000

Cars	 8,850

Trees	 228,000
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About the new section knuffingen AIRPORT (updated 12/11)

Construction Time

Construction Phase	 June 2005 – May 2011

Construction Time	 150.000 hours	

Construction Costs	 3,5 Million Euro

AREA

Total Model Area	 150 qm

Airport	 125 qm

construction phase

First development Airport	 June 2005

(Nose wheel)			 

Groundbreaking

(Installation Catapult/Dolly)	A utumn 2006

Start construction phase	D ecember 2007

Completion	 May 2011

Working hours	 150,000

Staff members 	 82

Number of aircraft			 

Aircrafts flying	 28 at Grand opening, later 45

Fixed models	 10

Charging stations	 11

Lenght of runway	 14 meters

Continents serviced	 5
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TRAIN INFORMATIONS

Track Length	 1,000 meters

Trains 	 40 

Wagons 	 600

Signals 	 70 

Switches	 150

Catenaries	 260 meters

car system

CS vehicles	 90

CS vehicles running at one time	 up to 60

Contact wire	 approx. 900 meters

Prototypes developed by Gerrit 	 21 different types

Numbers of flights/day	 approx. 360

model making

Figures	 15,000

Trees	 6,000

Buildings & Bridges	 75

Allotment gardens	 100

Largest building	 Car park P4 (approx. 3.000 working hours)

technology

GPS transponder & receiver 	 40

LEDs total	 approx. 40.000

LEDs Airfield	 2,465

LEDs P4	 11,000

Push button actions	 16-18

Computers	 6
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about the exibition

opening HOURS	 Monday	 9.30 –18.00 Uhr

	T uesday	 9.30 – 21.00 Uhr

	 Wednesday	 9.30 – 18.00 Uhr

	T hursday	 9.30 – 18.00 Uhr

	F riday	 9.30 – 19.00 Uhr

	 Saturday	 8.00 – 21.00 Uhr

	 Sunday	 8.30 – 20.00 Uhr

Entrance fees

	A dults: 12 Euros

	 Children (under 16 years): 6 Euros

	 Seniors: 10 Euros

	 Students: 9 Euros

Tickets

	 bookable on www.miniatur-wunderland.com

Internet	 www.miniatur-wunderland.com
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The Miniatur Wunderland – a dream came true

Model railways are regarded in some social classes as the embodiment of German philistinism, model landscapes 
as a run into a parallel universe and modellers as weird dreamers. And that’s why it wasn’t surprising that the idea 
of building the largest model railway of the world had often been smiled at ten years ago. If they had added at 
that time that their Miniatur Wunderland would become one of the most famous exhibitions in Germany, cause 
hundreds of thousands of overnight stays for the city of Hamburg and would prompt a boom of modellmaking, 
loud snickers would probably have replaced the doubting grin of many.

The orchestra of laughing softened more and more after the opening in 2001, became completely silent tem-
porarily and has since disappeared. The laughing sounds turned into praises. „Many of those who haven’t taken 
us seriously in the beginning, became big Wunderland fans and supporters by now“, says Frederik Braun regar-
ding this development. This change of mind doesn't seem surprising after a plain survey of the figures. The 9th 
year in a row the Miniatur Wunderland has achieved another record attendance in 2010. About 1 million visitors 
came to the exhibition in the last year. In June 2010 the 7,000,000th visitor has been welcomed.

After the completion of the Swiss section in November 2007, there will be more than 1,100 m² of model area 
where currently more than 200 employees are working on. Therefore, the Miniatur Wunderland not only became 
one of the most important tourist attractions in Hamburg (next to the Alster, Musicals and harbour), but is also 
an important employer. From technicians to art students the whole team is working in order to create new dream 
worlds. The most opposed characters contribute pieces of their world views to this complex work of art.

„We think that this development is a result of the interaction of several factors. The exhibit invites its visitors to 
dream and observe, it reflects a diversity of opinion and enables the observer to regard parts of our world from 
a totally different perspective. It’s objectionable, but assess only rarely“, explaines Frederik Braun. The 250,000 
inhabitants of the Miniatur Wunderland have been deliberately staged by several employees. Each of the model-
lers is able to freely develop and include personal observations and dreams in his work. And so a world has been 
created in more than 600,000 working hours where social scenes exist in romantic landscapes, permissiveness 
persist next to tradition and reality mixes up with dreams. 

However, not only the creation of an own world makes the Miniatur unique. New high-technology, which has 
never been installed in modelling before, is hidden within the impressive landscapes. „One of our fundamentals 
has always been to meet every challenge, no matter how hopeless it seems to be in the beginning. With this 
attitude we managed to create technology which amaze our visitors.“, complements Gerrit Braun his brother. For 
example, 350,000 lights, which are dynamically turned on and off, together with a self-developed light control 
system provide an almost perfect simulation of day and night. 160 computer-controlled cars surprise the visitors 
and more than 150 push-button actions for interaction between the visitor and the Wunderland people.

In short – the Miniatur Wunderland isn’t only a normal model railway, but a world which invites the visitors in 
different ways to dream and discover.
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THE Miniatur WUnderland

The world's largest model railway and one of the most po-
pular tourist attractions in Germany is located next to the 
Elbe in Hamburg’s Speicherstadt. More than 7 million visi-
tors have already been soaked into this world of dreams, 
illusions and marvels. On more than 1,500 m² model area 
the Miniatur Wunderland ranges from Scandinavia to the 
USA, from the coast to the high mountains. And the world 
continues growing! In Wunderland you can experience in 
only a few hours many days and nights in different regi-
ons of this earth. Whether gambling in Las Vegas, hiking in 
the Alps or paddling in Norwegian fjords – in Wunderland 
everything is possible. Use the opportunity during your Hamburg stay and visit the Miniatur Wunderland with 
its 250,000 inhabitants, 890 trains, 5,500 partially running cars and ships as well as the unique sea of more than 
300,000 single lights. The Wunderland is an amazing spectacle for the whole family.



If you have any questions or suggestions, or if you would like further information, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

Miniatur Wunderland Hamburg GmbH
Kehrwieder 2-4  I  20457 Hamburg

Telephone	 +49 (0) 40 300 68 00
Telefax	 +49 (0) 40 300 68 99
E-Mail	 kontakt@miniatur-wunderland.de

Your contacts:

Frederik Braun,
Sebastian Drechsler

You will find more information on our website:

www.miniatur-wunderland.de/presse
user name: presse
password: pressecodex
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